
Building Community

Can co-creating a cross-year 

social session with students 

help build a stronger sense of 

community on the BA 

Embroidery course?

Fig 1, Antony Gormley, Field (1991)



Course Context

3-year Embroidery Undergraduate 

Degree.

47 total students.

Part of a wider textile course with 

Knit and Print where there needs to 

be parity.

Why does this research project 
matter?

Community can positively impact 
course engagement.

Student mental health.

Creates a space that feels theirs and 
that they belong.

This allows for creative freedom and 
a space that safe for individuals.Fig 2, Dalia Nation, BA Embroidery 2022

Fig 3, External Examiner Report 24/25



Fig 4, BA Embroidery, yrs 1-3, Rep Feedback Padlets



Research approach and ethics

The format I’ve chosen is informal, 

conversational and student-led, it isn’t 

about extracting data or producing 

quantifiable outcomes. Instead, I’m inviting 

students to contribute ideas, reflections, or 

simply engage in a casual conversation 

around what community means to them.

Fig 5
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Data Collection Methods
light-touch, 
conversational 
more aligned with the tone of the 
project. 

Methods:
Informal chats

Padlet board 

Whiteboard 

My own written reflections and 
observations

Questionnaire (if an event was to 
go ahead)

Fig 10

Fig 9

Fig 8



Data Collection Methods
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conversational 
more aligned with the tone of the 
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Fig 10

Fig 9

Fig 8

Lowest uptake – Padlet board

Medium engagement – Whiteboard

Highest – In-person Conversations



Emerging Themes

PEER VISABILITY

SOCIAL INTERACTION & 

BELONGING

OWNERSHIP OF SPACE
Fig 11 Fig 12



EXHIBITION (END OF NOV)

2nd year end of project

exhibition

Cross Pathways (print, knit,

embroidery)

1st and 3rd years were

invited to support



EXHIBITION (END OF NOV)

2nd year end of project

exhibition

Cross Pathways (print, knit,

embroidery)

1st and 3rd years were

invited to support Fig 14



Amount of Embroidery 
BA students that 

attended:

Questionnaires filled 
in:

How many students 
spoke to someone 
from another year 

group?

Data analysis

Fig 15, Graphs made with Canva



Suggestions, Reflections and Moving 
Forward

This research is still very 
much underway and ongoing.

opportunity for me to work on 
the delivery and nature of 
sessions that are already in 
place.

Alumni talk has been 
organised

Fig 16



Thank you,

 any questions?

Fig 17
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